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Demonstration of an Accessible Textbook
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Regulations %

« Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Ratification
2014  [EEBEANFANOHE. 20145

- WIPO Marrakesh Treaty: Ratification 2019  WIPOX S > 2 &4t /&
20194

- Fourth Basic Programme for Persons with Disabilities: ZE4)/X[EEHEA
SiE
» Act for Eliminating Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities:

Provision of Reasonable Accommodations becomes mandatory for public
entiies [EFBZEABHEE: 2NEAFROSENEBRMER

- Copyright Law: Revisions: 2000, 2010, 2019  ZE{Ft&/ANE
- Japan Industry Standard: WCAG 2.0  JIS (BAT#IRE) TIRA

« Education Law: Revision for introduction of Digital Textbooks 2019
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Is born accessible Japanese publications a reality?
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Opportunities: ¥4

Born accessible textbooks for compulsory education is a reality because US$ 400 M
is spent on free provision of textbooks annually by the central government alone.
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Provision of DAISY Multimedia/Accessible EPUB version of textbooks is admitted as
a reasonable accommodation and mandatory for public schools.
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While the Copyright Law allows AE to produce accessible and alternative formats of
copyrighted works without permission only for persons with print disabilities, Revised
Education Law introduced a new concept of “Students with Print Disabilities and
Students who do not have sufficient command of Japanese” to give better
opportunities to make the most of “Digital Textbooks” in Japanese context. The
complexity of Japanese Textbooks requires reading aloud support for non-native
Japanese speakers.
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Is born accessible Japanese publications a reality?
(contnd.)

The current Japanese Copyright Law does not allow non-disabled persons to have
access to copyrighted works in alternative accessible formats.

Born accessible textbooks publishing is the ideal solution. A committee on textbooks
for non-native Japanese students is established by the Ministry of Education to
deliver a report by the end of March 2020
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Is born accessible Japanese publications a reality”?
(contnd.)

Challenges::&:&

Almost all publishers in Japan are quite concerned with digital pirating
and seem like relying on DRM. But in fact DRM is not always protecting
their digital publication. However, the majority keeps using DRM.
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In addition, some lawyers say that it is legal to scan and create a whole
digital copy of a borrowed book from a library as long as the copy is
used personally (https://Imedia.jp/2015/03/23/62580/).
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Some libraries are quite hesitant to lend a born accessible EPUB non-
DRM publication published by the Japan Library Association recently
titled “Library Services for Persons with Print Disabilities”.
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Conclusion: Policy development is the Key
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« Change of attitude: copyright owners and publishers
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 Fixing some holes of the Copyright Law
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« Standardization of accessible, open and vendor-neutral
affordable protection measures such as LCP(Licensed Content
Protection)
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