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1. No design (HTML only) 

2. Flash 

3. Fluid Layouts 

4. Fixed-width layouts  

5. Responsive Design 

6. Intrinsic Design (grid)

Web Design Paradigms
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—Chicago Manual of Style, 14th Edition, 19.40

“Makeup is a highly skilled procedure. If the text 
is merely divided mechanically into portions of 

equal length, without regard to where the 
divisions fall, some of the pages that result are 

bound to be unacceptable logically or 
aesthetically: they will incorporate bad breaks.” 



Beyond Design

• Line breaking 

• Page breaking 

• Chapter optimization 

• Book optimization



Breaking Lines



NO DIGNITY 
IN WHALING? 
The dignity of our 
calling the very 
heavens attest . 
C e t u s i s a 
constellation in 
the South! No 
more! Drive down 
y o u r h a t i n 
presence of the 
Czar, and take it 
off to Queequeg! 
No more! I know 
a man that, in his 
lifetime, has taken 
three hundred and 
fi f t y whales . I 





And, as for me, if, by any possibility, there be any as yet undiscovered 
prime thing in me; if I shall ever deserve any real repute in that small 
but high hushed world which I might not be unreasonably ambitious 
of; if hereafter I shall do anything that, upon the whole, a man might 
rather have done than to have left undone; if, at my death, my 
executors, or more properly my creditors, find any precious MSS. in 
my desk, then here I prospectively ascribe all the honour and the 
glory to whaling; for a whale-ship was my Yale College and my Har-
vard.



What We Do

• Hyphenation Exception Dictionary 

• Manual tweaking of word breaks, loose lines 

• Automated identification of loose lines, line orphans



What’s needed?

• Hyphenation Dictionaries 

• Control over default looseness/tightness of text 

• Control over short last line of paragraph  
(discussed in CSSWG, but not defined)



Breaking Pages



The chief mate of the Pequod 
was Starbuck, a native of 
Nantucket, and a Quaker by 
descent. He was a long, 
earnest man, and though 
born on an icy coast, seemed 
well adapted to endure hot 
latitudes, his flesh being hard 
as twice-baked biscui t . 
Transported to the Indies, his 
live blood would not spoil 
like bottled ale. He must have 
been born in some time of 
general drought and famine, 
or upon one of those fast 
days for which his state is 
famous.

famous.  
       Only some thirty arid 
summers had he seen; those 
summers had dried up all his 
physical superfluousness. 
But this, his thinness, so to 
speak, seemed no more the 
token of wasting anxieties 
and cares, than it seemed the 
indication of any bodily 
blight. It was merely the 
condensation of the man. 
He was by no means ill-
looking; quite the contrary. 
His pure tight skin was an 
excellent fit; and closely 
wrapped up in it, 
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Optimizing Chapters





Optimizing Books



16 32 48 64 80 96

112 128 144 160 176 192

208 224 240 256 272 288

304 320 336 352 368 384

400 416 432 448 464 480




